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FOREWORD

Since the year 1933, all Malayan timber exported to the United Kingdom
and other selective markets has been graded under the Empire Grading Rules.
These Rules were designed for general application and, therefore, rot
particularly adapted to meet Malayan conditions, yet, nevertheless, they
proved of real value during the earlier developments in the export of graded
Malayan timbers and contributed substantially towards the establishment of
this trade on a sound basis.

With the increasing knowledge gained of our timbers and local standards
of production on the one hand, and overseas market requirements on the
other, it had for some time past become increasingly evident that these Rules
no longer entirely met our requirements, However, the Sub-Committee of the
Imperial Institute’s Advisory Committee on Timbers, which had drawn up the
original Empire Grading Rules, no longer existed and, consequently, there was
no machinery for effecting amendments. The alternative course of drawing up
rules to cover our own requirements was, therefore, adopted and in November
1948, these were widely circulated in draft form to sawmillers, shippers,
importers, and in fact to all sections of the trade for criticism. This appeal for
suggestions and corrections met with ready response and this evidence of
helpful interest in the undertaking was most encouraging. Many alterations
and amendments in the original draft Rules have been made in the light of
the numerous comments and constructive criticisms received.

The preparation and compilation of these Rules has been largely the work
of Mr. C. O. Flemmich, Forest Officer, Singapore, with the assistance during
both the preliminary and final drafting stages of a small Committee com-
prising officers with first-hand knowledge of timber grading and export.
Together with the draft final Rules, this Committee included two short notes.
As these indicate the guiding principles followed in the compilation of these
Rules, it is appropriate that they should be quoted in this foreword:

(i) “The end or ultimate use of timber should determine the kind, grade
and dimensions, and it is recognized that dealings in timber, as in
any other commodity, must primarily be a matter of arrangement
between buyer and seller. These rules are designed to assist such
arrangements. In this connection it must be emphasized that at
present, and for some time to come, Malayan producers cannot
normally undertake the cutting of Prime grades only. If the present
volume of exports is to be maintained, and increased, it is essential
that buyers should agree to take a reasonable proportion of the
lower grades.

(ii) It must be remembered that wood is a natural product and, there-
fore, however carefully a log may be sawn, it will yield little or no
timber entirely free from defects. The purpose of grading rules is to
limit the number of such unavoidable defects, according to the



purpose for which the timber is required, and such rules must be
framed to suit the type of defects commonly found in the timbers
to which they will be applied.”

Rules are provided in Part 1I for the grading of timber to be resawn for
general purpose uses, and in Part III are others covering such specialized uses
as wagon planks, telegraph cross-arms, flooring and sleepers. It is to be
expected that further uses for Malayan timbers will develop in time, calling
for further specific rules. Any information, or suggestions, about such develop-
ments will be welcomed so that an appropriate section can be included ‘in the
next revision of these Rules. Any correspondence about this, or any other
point connected with these Rules, should be addressed to the Forest Depart-
ment, Swettenham Road, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya.

T. A. STRONG,
Director of Forestry,
Federation of Malaya.

Kuara Lumpur, July 1949.
















































































































































